Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) Basic Search Guide
Example: You wish to find materials on the topic “evidence-based” using a “word or phrase” (keyword)
search of the OPAC:

1. Access the Erwin Library homepage at http://www.waynecc.edu/library/
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Welcome to the Clyde A. Erwin, Jr. Library, located in the Wayne Learning Center,
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with entrances on the third floor beside the elevators and on the third floor landing of
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Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) Basic Search Guides

2. From the WCC Single Search options click the OPAC tab to access the OPAC (Online Public
Access Catalog) search area

3. To refine your search, use the drop-down menu to the right of the Search box to set your basic
search parameter, using words or phrase for a keyword search, author, if you know the exact
name of the book’s author, or title for a book or video title if you know it

4. Use the drop-down menu beside the Search button if you wish to change the default search of
only the holdings in the Wayne Community College library, to All NC Community Colleges, if
you want to find the item at any of the over fifty community colleges in the consortium

5. Into the Search Books & Videos box under the OPAC tab enter your search term (In this
example we are using words or phrase for a keyword search, with the search term “evidence-
based.” A keyword search will search for your chosen search term within the full catalog record
for each item in the library’s collection, including title, author, subject and table of contents)

6. Click the Search button

7. In the Search Results list illustrated below, item #1 shows “evidence-based” in the title of the

book, so most of the book will probably cover your chosen topic

Rev. 03/08/2012 Page 2



Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) Basic Search Guides

€iLink iLink at North Carolina Community College - Windows Internet Explorer Q@E

Ge)- & 198.86,12.34 v (][] x] [&! 2k

File Edit ‘iew Fawarites Tools  Help x  @corwert v [ Select

7 Favarites | @ iLink Link at Narth Caralina Cammunity Callege | fGi- B 5 @b - Page~ Safetyv Toosv @~ 7
[

L L LI Note that 23 titles were found
A ELTT R S XS TR RV EYAA for this keyword search, which is

Espafi En francais 4 always the broadest type of

search
Search/Home Find It Fast! I Need Material Rraserve Desk

Go Back Help Limit Search New Search MNext Kept Logout L
words or phrase "evidence based" search found 23 titles. You Found Titles in
Pages << 1 2 == Categories
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8. To verify if other items in the results list that don’t have “evidence-based” in their titles will be
useful to you, click the Details button beside the title of an item to see where the search term

“evidence-based” was found in the Catalog Record for the item
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9. Click the Catalog Record tab to access the entire catalog record containing all available

information about the item
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Item Information Catalog Record

m Contemporary nursing : issues, trends, & management Change Catalog Display
Find more by this author Cherry, Barbara, MSN.

Find mare on these topics key: ocnE32070633

Nearby items on shelf Data source: OCoLC

You Found Titles in Date/time stamp: 20101115104205.0

Categories Fixed field data: 10052652011 moua b 001 0 eng
Anthropology LCCN: 2010022009

Dentistry Cataloging source: DNLM/DLC DLC YD¥ NLM CDX COU YDXCP
General Medicine : 101531882 2DNLM

Internal Medicine ISEN: STE0323069533 (pbk. ¢ alk. paper)
Nursing ISBN: 0323065523 (pbk. : alk. paper)
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Public Aspects of Madicine Authentication code: pec
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Susan R. Jacob -- Mursing research and evidenc®-based practice / Jill 1.
Webb -- [v]

Social Service, Welfare,
Criminclogy

! Elsevier/Mosby, c2011.
d. ;24 cm.
references and index.
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10. As this example illustrates, “evidence-based” only occurs in the Contents section of the catalog
record, meaning that only a small portion of the book deals with that topic. This could make the

book less useful to your research. A subject search may be more useful in this case

Example: You wish to find materials on the topic “evidence-based” using a “subject” search of the
OPAC:
11. Conduct a subject search to find items that have more than a small part of their contents

dedicated to your topic by choosing New Search from the top menu bar
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12. Choose “subject” from the right hand drop-down menu. Note that subjects are established by
the Library of Congress, and you may have to do a few keyword searches of your topic to find a
sample catalog record with the Subject term (in blue) which most closely matches the topic you
are searching.

13. Enter “evidence-based” into the left hand search box

14. Click the Search button
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#1 RT48.6 .A35 2011 2011 | Categories
Nursing di is b ibook : an evidence-based guide to planning care 5th ed. General Medicine
Ackley, Betty 1. Internal Medicine
MNursing
1 copy available at Wayne in Reference Material
#2 RT42 .M44 2011 [GENRL-COLL] 2011

Evidence-based practice in nursing & healthcare : a guide to best practice Znd ed.
Melnyk, Bernadette Mazurek.

m 1 copy available at Wayne in Local Use

#3 RTS81.5 .I5844 2011 [GENRL-COLL] 2011

m Introduction to nursing research : incorporating evidence-based practice Znd ed.
Boswell, Carol.
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15. Since the subject search is more focused, your Search Results list will be shorter, in this example

only 8 titles instead of the 23 titles found with the keyword search, but each item will have a

subject that is probably much more pertinent to your topic
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record 1 of 8 for search subject "evidence based”

Item Information Catalog Record

m Nursing diagnosis handbook : an evidence-based guide to planning care
Find mare by this author Change Catalog Dizplay
Find more on these topics Ackley, Betty 1.
Nearby items on shelf Leader: am3a
You Found Titles in key: 0cn698130827 =
Categuries Data source: OColC
General Medicine Date/time stamp: 20110124161552.0
Internal Medicine Fixed field data: 11012452011 mou bf 001 0 eng
Nursing LCCN: 20030354148

Cataloging source: NRM NRM
ISBN: 5780323071505
ISBN: 032220715032
Local system #: (OColLC)658130827
LC Call Number: RT48.6 .A35 2011
Dewey class number: §16.07/3 22

Title: Nursing diagnosis handbook @ an evidence-based guide to planning care /
[edited by] Betty 1. Ackley, Gail B. Ladwig.

: 9th ed.

hinfR: Maryland Heights, Mo. : Mosby, 2011, c2010.
ipi\oe, 931 p. ;26 cm.

note: INcludes biblicgraphical references and index.

Note that the official LCSH
(Library of Congress Subject
Heading) is “Evidence Based

tents: . It Mursing process, nursing diagnosis, and evidence-based nursing --
. ” . N!I: Guide to nursing diagnoses -- Sect. III: Guide to planning care.
MedICIne WhICh can be used to tants: AppanNjxes: Pt. A: Nursing diagnoses arranged by Maslow's Hierarchy of
Pt. B: Nursing diagnoses arranged by Gordon's functional health
SearCh any Other researCh Pt. C: Wellness-oriented diagnostic categories.
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Subject term: Evidence-Based Meadicine--methods--Handbooks.
Subject term: Fatient Care Flanning--Handbooks.

Added author: tckley, Betty 1.

Added author: Ladwig, Gzil B.
OCLC-MARC processing: Z0 NRM

Held by: GASTON PITT STANLY WAKE-HEALT WAYNE M
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16. To establish the correct Library of Congress Subject Heading (LCSH) for any future subject
searches on the topic, click on the Details button, then the Catalog Record tab, beside one or
two titles in the Search Results list and scroll down to find the LC Subject terms in blue text

17. As the catalog record in the example shows, the official LCSH is “Evidence-Based Medicine.”

Note that a search of other catalog records in the sample search’s Search Results list will offer
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another LCSH of “Evidence-based nursing” as an alternative subject heading to use in future

searches of the OPAC, or any other type of online database such as those in WCC Single Search

Most research databases use the LCSH standard

The Erwin Library Reference staff will be happy to tell you more about searching for materials in the
OPAC in person in the library, or by phone at 739-6891 or Ext. 6891 from on-campus. A librarian will

also reply to a request made through the Erwin Library homepage using the Ask a Librarian form.
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